LUDLOW

After passing through the hands of the Mortimers the
Castle became the property of Richard, Duke of York, and thus
Ludlow was a great Yorkist centre in the Wars of the Roses.  In
1459, an encounter took place in the fields by Ludlow Bridge
between the rival forces, but as the major part of the Yorkist
force changed sides in the night the leaders had no alternative
but flight and Ludlow was sacked by the Lancastrians.   Ed-
ward, son of Richard of York, avenged his father's death the
following year by a victory at Mortimer's Cross, three miles
from Ludlow, after which he was crowned in London.   With
his accession Ludlow entered on its most prosperous period
for it became a royal residence.   Edward IV sent his two sons
to live there, under the guardianship of Lord Rivers, making
the elder nominal President of the Council of the Marches,
which he set up to subdue the turbulence of the border families.
Here the princes remained till their father's death in 1483 and
it was in Ludlow that Edward V was proclaimed King before
setting out on the journey to London which ended in death in
the Tower.   Much building took place in Ludlow during this
reign, including the Fletchers' Chapel and the tower of St.
Laurence Church.    The beautiful carved stalls with their
misereres, which portray contemporary satires such as the
wicked ale-wife being carried off to hell with her false measure
and a bishop with a fox's head preaching to a congregation of
geese, are of the same period.

Under Henry VII, Ludlow remained a royal residence for
he sent his eldest son Prince Arthur to hold court there and he
himself paid frequent visits to it. It was to Ludlow that the
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